Graduateship Examination Regulations (Revised)

LEVELS 1 & 2

1. 	Papers
1.1 The Levels 1& 2 Examinations will comprise of a total of thirteen (three hour) written papers divided into seven at Level 1 & six at Level 2. A given student will sit for six papers each at Levels 1& 2. These theory papers will be as follows:

Level 1
	C 1013	- General and Inorganic Chemistry
	C 1023	- Principles of Physical Chemistry
	C 1033	- Principles of Organic Chemistry
	C 1043	- Mathematics for Chemists (for students not having an A/L pass in 
                       Mathematics)            
	C 1053	- Biology for Chemists (for students not having an A/L pass in Biology)
	C 1063	- Applications of Mathematics in Chemistry.
	C 1073	- Introduction to Management, Economics and Finance.
      
     Note:- 	Where a student has secured A/L passes in Biology as well as Mathematics,   the Dean will , in consultation with the student, make the decision regards  the paper to be sat by the students. 

Level 2
C 2013 	- Physical Chemistry
	C 2023 	- Inorganic Chemistry
	C 2033 	- Organic Chemistry
	C 2043 	- Analytical Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis
	C 2053 	- Biochemistry I
	C 2063 	- Electronics and Instrumentation for Chemists

Each of these (three credit) papers would be of 3 hours duration (+ 15 minutes reading time) and would have 5-6 questions, all of which will be compulsory. Each question may however have internal choice.

1.2 Chemistry based papers
The papers C 1013, 1023, C 1033, C 2013, C 2023, C 2033, C 2043 & C 2053 will be referred to in these regulations as the “Chemistry based papers”.
2 . 		Weightage
Each of the thirteen theory papers will have a credit rating of 3 (Total per student = 36 Credits).
3. Grades will be assigned for each of the papers as follows:
	 		   Pass grades                            Fail Grades
A+	90-100 %			D	35-39 %
			A	80-89 %			D-	30-34 %
			A-	70-79 %

			B+	65-69 %			E+	25-29 %
			B	60-64 %			E	20-24 %
			B-	55-59 %			E-	10-19 %

			C+	50-54 %			F	0-9 %
			C	45-49 %
			C-	40-45 %

(Please note that with effect from the student intake of 2010, Grade A- will corresponds to 75-79% while Grade B+ corresponds to 65-74%)

4. 	Pass in a Paper
A candidate obtaining at least a C- grade in a given paper shall be deemed to have passed in that paper.

5. 	Sitting the Examination
5.1 	A candidate will be required to sit all SIX papers at Level 1 at the first attempt at one sitting.
5.2 	A candidate who obtains passes (minimum grade C- ) in at least THREE papers AND obtains at least grade E+ in any TWO of the other three papers will be eligible to sit Level 2 papers in a subsequent year.
5.3	A candidate eligible to sit Level 2 papers as per regulation 5.2 above will be required to sit all SIX papers together when he sits for Level 2.
5.4	If a candidate is sitting for any papers at Level 2, he should also concurrently sit for all failed papers at Level 1.
5.5 	Any candidate could repeat any paper at Level 1 and/or 2 for the purpose of improving on his grade irrespective of the grade obtained. However the maximum mark that will be considered for the purpose of a class (Honours pass as per regulation 21) in the overall final evaluation for a paper which is thus repeated will be a maximum of 40% unless he had obtained a better mark and grade at the first attempt.

N.B:- Students are however not required to repeat any papers which they have passed

6. 	Zero Credit Courses 
Of the three zero credit courses available, every student should offer C 0010 and one other relevant paper (C 0020 OR C0030)

     	C 0010 -  	Introductory Support Course
     	C 0020 -  	Sinhala as a second National Language 
               	 	(for students not having an O/L pass in   Sinhalese). 
     	C 0030 -  	Tamil as a second National Language 
                     	(for students not having an O/L pass in Tamil).

There will be no formal end of the course examinations in respect of any of these zero credit courses. However the competence and performance of students will be assessed throughout the course through oral/written assignments/tests etc. to be conducted by the lecturers during the course.
At the end of such assessment, a PASS/FAIL assignment will be assigned by the relevant panel of examiners and confirmed by the Academic Board.
Those who FAIL on the basis of such an assessment will be required to repeat the assessment in a subsequent year.

Part I (Revised Structure)

7. 	PASS in Part I of the Graduateship Examination 
  	(solely for the purpose of award of Advanced Diploma as per regulation 10 )
A Candidate shall be deemed to have passed the Part I examination if he obtains  

7.1 	PASS grades in the TWO relevant zero credit courses as per regulation 6. 
          AND
7.2 	obtains an overall average of 40% amongst the twelve written papers at Levels 1 & 2
          AND

7.3 	EITHER
7.3.1 Passes in at least ten papers (including all eight Chemistry based papers)        	    
OR
7.3.2 Passes in nine papers (including at least seven of the chemistry based papers), obtains at least D grades in the other chemistry based paper & one other paper and at least an E+ grade in the other paper.
8.  	Failure
       	A candidate who does not qualify for a pass under rule 7 above shall be deemed to have failed the Part I examination.  

9. 	Completing the Examination
A candidate who fails the examination under regulation 7 will be deemed to have passed the examination if he obtains the necessary requirements to satisfy rule 7 by re-sitting one or more of the failed papers at a subsequent attempt in such papers.
ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN CHEMISTRY 

10.1 	Award of an “ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN CHEMISTRY “for students exiting the Graduateship Programme at level 2 or thereafter.

Any candidate who has passed Part I of the Graduateship Examination as per regulation 7 AND passed the three Section A Practical Assignment Papers, 

C 2703/3703	Practical Inorganic Chemistry Assessment (A)
C 2803/ 3803	Practical Organic Chemistry Assessment (A)
C 2902/ 3902	Practical Physical Chemistry Assessment (A)

will be eligible to obtain a (two year) “Advanced Diploma in Chemistry” and obtain an Advanced Diploma Certificate if he exits from the Graduateship Programme at any stage.
10.2 Advanced Diplomates in Chemistry re -entering the Graduateship Programme
Obtaining such an Advanced Diploma in Chemistry and exiting the Graduateship Programme (as per regulation 10.1) will however not prevent such a student from re entering the Graduateship programme, during the two academic years subsequent to the academic year in which he exited the programme. Nevertheless, the period permitted for such re entry could be extended by the Academic Board on the recommendation of the Board of Examiners on an individual basis for justifiable reasons on an appeal made by the student at least two months prior to the commencement of academic activities in the relevant year.
In the event a student re-enters the Graduateship Programme, such a student will be granted exemption from whatever papers he has already completed at the time of exiting the programme and any marks and grades earned by such student will be given full credit as he continues with the Graduateship Programme. However the provision of regulation 21.2 pertaining to the number of attempts the candidate has appeared at examinations for awarding an Honours Pass at the Graduateship Examination will apply.
Such a Candidate will however be required to surrender to the College registrar the Advanced   Diploma Certificate & Medal he has been previously awarded before he is awarded a subsequent higher qualification as per regulations 18 and/ or 23. He will not be entitled to the award of a higher qualification until and unless he surrenders the said Advanced Diploma Certificate and Medal.
10.3   	Any student who wishes to exit the Graduateship Programme as prescribed under regulation 10.1 will be required to supplicate for the Advanced Diploma in the prescribed form not later than the end of October or such other date that may be prescribed by the Academic Board during each year.
10.4 	The Graduatship Board of Examiners shall determine before the end of December each year the list of students eligible to be awarded Advanced Diplomas from amongst those who supplicate as per regulation 10.3.
10.5 	Any student who has been placed on the list of eligible “ Advanced Diplomates” (as per regulation 10.4) would become eligible to be conferred the Advanced Diploma and Medal at a subsequent Convocation of the College after such list is confirmed by the Academic Board and on payment of the requisite supplication fee. 
	However, such conferment would be made only provided the said student has already obtained at least Affiliate Membership of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon.
Levels 3 & 4

11.1 	The Examinations at Levels 3 & 4 will comprise compulsory papers (11.2.1 & 11.2.2) and elective papers (11.3).

11.2
11.2.1  	The compulsory (theory) paper will be 
 	C 3013 – Advanced Topics in Chemistry (three hours)
11.2.2  	The compulsory (practical) papers will be 

(i) 	Continuous Assessment of Practical Course at Section A comprising, 
C 2703/3703 – Practical Inorganic Chemistry Assessment (A)
C 2803/3803 - Practical Organic Chemistry Assessment (A)
C 2902/3902 - Practical Physical Chemistry Assessment (A)
(ii) 	Continuous Assessment of Practical Course at Section B comprising,
C 3713/4713 - Practical Inorganic Chemistry Assessment (B)
C 3813/4813 - Practical Organic Chemistry Assessment (B)
C 3912/4912 - Practical Physical Chemistry Assessment (B)
(iii) Formal Practical Examinations for candidates provided they have satisfactorily completed the relevant practical courses (Sections A and B) and secured a pass (with at least grade C-) in each of the relevant assessments. These examinations will comprise.
C 3724/4724 - Practical Inorganic Chemistry (6 hours)
C 3824/4824 - Practical Organic Chemistry (6 hours)
C 3924/4924 - Practical Physical Chemistry (6 hours)

   	11.2.3 	Depending on space and other limitations candidates will however be able, permitted and encouraged to offer the practical courses and examinations at an earlier Level/year.

11.3 	Elective Courses/ Papers
    	11.3.1    	The number and titles of elective courses available from year to year will vary depending   on the circumstances subject however those courses with a total credit rating of at least 42 will be made available within any two successive years of study at levels 3 & 4.
11.3.2   	The titles of elective courses available to be offered in each year will be announced for the information of students not later than the end of May. The Academic Board however reserves the right to alter, modify or substitute such elective courses at any time due to unavoidable circumstances.
11.3.3   	The overall list of elective courses approved by the Academic Board together with the relevant course contents and other necessary information will be made available from time to time in the Programme Prospectus and/or Supplements that will be issued.
11.3.4    Pre-requisites to offer an elective course could be prescribed by the Academic Board in order to ensure the attainment of the necessary academic standards and quality.
11.3.5  	Papers will be of three hours duration for three credit papers, two hours duration for two credit papers and one our duration for one credit papers.  
             	Additionally 15 minutes reading time will be available for each paper. The number of questions that will appear in each paper will be as announced in the Programme Prospectus and/ or Supplements.   

12. 	Weightage
When calculating the number of credits, grades obtained, final average percentage, grade point value (GPV) and grade point average (GPA) (regulations 18 to 22) all papers will be weighted according to their corresponding credit values indicated by the last digit. 
	Example :-  	C 3013  - 3 credit
		      	C 4912  - 2 credit

13. 	Grades will be assigned for each paper as indicated in regulation 3.
	            
14.  	Pass in a paper
A candidate obtaining at least a C- grade in a given paper shall be deemed to have passed in that paper.
15.  	Sitting the Examination at Levels 3 & 4
15.1 	A candidate who obtains passes (minimum C- grade) in at least THREE papers and at least grade E+ in any TWO of the other papers at Level 2 will be eligible to sit the compulsory (theory) and elective course papers at Level 3 in a subsequent year.
15.2 	A candidate eligible to sit Level 3 papers as per regulation 15.1 will be required to sit the  Level 3 (compulsory theory)  paper ( C 3013 ) and papers in courses adding up to at least another 12 credits amongst the elective courses at the first sitting.
15.3 	Such a candidate who is sitting for the compulsory (theory) and any elective papers at Level 3, should concurrently sit for any failed papers at Levels 1& 2.
15.4   	If a candidate is sitting for any papers at Level 4, he should concurrently sit for any failed papers at Levels 1 & 2.
15.5 	Candidates are strongly encouraged and would be permitted to sit the compulsory practical examination papers in a given area as soon as possible after they are eligible to sit the formal practical examination as per regulation 11.2 (iii) irrespective of eligibility as per regulation 15.1



16.  	Papers to be sat
16.1 	A candidate could sit papers in compulsory (theory) and elective courses at level 3 and/or 4 subject to regulation 15.2.
16.2    In the case of elective papers, It will be permissible for a candidate to sit an entirely new paper at the examination in lieu of a paper in which he has failed or passed at a previous attempt. 	
	
17.   	Repetition of paper 
 	Where a candidate has repeated a paper at any level, at subsequent attempts, the maximum mark that can be considered for the purpose of computing the overall percentage mark and assignment of grades to be considered for an Honours Pass (class) as per regulation 21 will be 40% (Grade C-) irrespective of any higher mark/grade he might have obtained at subsequent attempts. (Regulation 5.5 shall, mutalis mutandis, apply for level 3 and 4 papers as well.)

Graduateship Examination / Qualification 

18.    	Evaluation of a Pass in the Graduateship Examination 
18.1 	The evaluation procedure for the final evaluation consists of theory papers,    assignments, reports, presentations, oral examinations and practical examination   papers or a combination of the above. This will comprise for the Graduateship Examination Qualification as follows:

Number of credits
12 courses at Levels 1 & 2 (regulation 1.1)	36
Courses at Levels 3 & 4 (regulation 11.2.1 &11.3)	36
Practical Assessments (Sections A & B) (regulation 11.2.2) 	16
Practical Examination (regulation 11.2.2)    	12 
Total 							 100

Graduate Chemist Designation

18.2 	 A candidate will be deemed to have passed the overall Graduateship Examination and qualified to become a Graduate Chemist if he

(i)   	passes in the zero credit courses ( regulation 6 ) and
(ii)  	obtains a weighted overall average of at least 40% amongst the 100 credit courses offered by him as per regulation 18.1  and
(iii) 	obtains at least C- grades in at least 75 of the 100 credit courses amongst    the compulsory and elective courses offered at Levels 1,2,3 & 4. The said 75 credits should include at least 27 from the 36 compulsory (theory) and elective papers at Level 3 & 4 and
(iv) 	obtains at least C- grades in at least two of the three practical examinations  as per regulation 11.2.2 (iii) and
(v)  	does not obtain a grade of E+ or less in any of the 100 credits.     
19.  	Failure
A candidate who does not qualify for a pass under regulation 18.2 will be deemed to have failed the overall Graduateship Examination.
20. 	Completing the overall Graduateship Examination
A candidate who fails the Graduateship Examination as per regulation 19 will be deemed to have passed the Graduateship examination when he satisfies regulation 18 at  subsequent attempts. Such a candidate will not be entitled to an Honours Pass as per regulation 21.1 if he is not qualified to be so awarded as per regulation 21.2
21. 	Honours Pass at Graduateship Examination
21.1  	A candidate who secures an overall pass in accordance with section 18 will be awarded a pass with class (Honours) provided the weighted overall mark secured by him and the grades assigned to him for the respective number of credits are commensurate with the requirements in the table given below:-

	Class
	Average
	Minimum No of Credits aggregating A- or better grades
	Minimum No of Credits aggregating  B- or better grades
	Maximum no of credits aggregating to D grade or lower
	Maximum no of credits aggregating to E grades

	First Class Honours
	65% or above
	50
	
-
	04
	0

	Second Class
 (Upper Division)  Honours
	60% or above but does not qualify for a first class
	-
	

50
	
8
	
0

	Second Class
(Lower Division)  Honours
	55% or above  but does not qualify for a second  class (upper)
	-
	

50
	12
	0

	Third class 
	50% or above but does not qualify for a second class (lower)
	-
	

-
	16
	0


21.2   	Such an Honours pass ( as per regulation 21.1 ) will not be awarded if the candidate has appeared for the Graduateship Examination at levels 1,2,3 & 4 in more than a total of four attempts. Repeating papers at lower level while sitting (at the first attempt) papers at a higher level in a given year will be considered as only one of the four attempts.
21.3   	For the purpose of regulation 21.2 , a candidate is however permitted to defer the first attempt at sitting examinations at any level in a given year and such a deferment will not be considered as one of the four attempts.

22. 	Calculation of Grade Point Value (GPV) and Grade Point Average (GPA)
The overall marks obtained overall will also be graded according to the student grading scheme given below. The transcripts will include the grades obtained together with their respective credit rating.
i.e. Grade Point Values.

Table:  Grading System
	Range of Marks
	Grade
	Grade Point Value

	90 -100
	A+
	4.25

	80 – 89
	A
	4.00

	 (
P
A
S
S
)70 - 79
	A-
	3.75

	65 – 69
	B+
	3.50

	60 -  64
	B
	3.25

	55 -  59
	B-
	3.00

	50 -  54
	C+
	2.75

	45 -  49
	C
	2.25

	40 –  44
	C-
	2.00

	35 -  39
	D
	1.75

	 (
F
A
I
L
)30 – 34
	D-
	1.25

	25-  29
	E+
	1.00

	20 -  24
	E
	0.50

	10 -  19
	E-
	0.25

	0  -  9
	F
	0.00



When calculating the Grade Point Average (GPA) all papers will be weighted according to their corresponding credit values. GPA will be computed to the second decimal places. 
(Please note that with effect from the student intake of 2010, Grade A- will corresponds to 75-79% while Grade B+ corresponds to 65-74%)






Licentiateship Qualification

23.  	Option of Reverting to a 3 year Licentiateship qualification.

Any candidate who has completed at least three levels of study for the Graduateship   Programme and has offered
(i) 	two zero credit courses (regulation 6)
(ii) 	twelve courses at Level 1& 2(36 credits) (regulation 1)
(iii) 	the three section A practical assessment courses at Level 2 or 3 (8 credits) and
(iv) 	courses adding up to a further 31 credits including the compulsory course (C3013) at Levels 3 and/or 4.

will be eligible to be considered for the award of the Licentiateship  Qualification in   Chemistry on the basis of the 75 credit courses offered if he opts   to exit from the Graduateship Programme at the end of Level 3 or thereafter.

24. 	Award of a Licentiateship Qualification in Chemistry for students exiting the   Graduateship Programme at Level 3 or thereafter.

A candidate who is eligible to be considered for the award of Licentiateship as per regulation 23 will be deemed to have passed the Licentiateship (3rd year) examination and qualified to become a Licentiate Chemist if he
(i)  	passes in the zero credit courses, and 
(ii)	passes in the three section A Practical Assessment Papers, and
(iii) 	obtains an overall weighted average of at least 40% amongst the 75 credit courses offered by him as per regulation 23, and
(iv) 	obtains at least C- grades in at least 56 of  the 75 courses offered including at least 14 from amongst the compulsory (C3013) and elective papers at levels 3 and/or 4 

Licentiateship Qualification
(Transitional Provisions for students who first registered on or before 2004)

25. 	Award of Licentiateship qualification (for students who first registered for Part 1 under old structure between 1996 & 2004)

Any Graduateship student who registered under the Old structure (Part I registration from 1996 to 2004) could opt to obtain a Licentiateship in Chemistry qualification provided he has

(i) Passed the Part I examination as per old structure regulations, and
(ii) Successfully completed the three single weighted practical assessment Units (section A and section B) C 2131, C 2231 & C 2331, and 
(iii) Obtains passes in Part II (theory and practical) papers aggregating to 13 out of 25 weighted units.

26. 	Award of Licentiateship qualifications to those who first registered for Part 1 under the old structure (in 1995 or before)

Any Graduateship student who registered under the very old structure (Part I registration in 1995 or before) could opt to obtain a Licentiate in Chemistry qualification provided he has

(i) Passed the Part I examination as per very old structure regulations, and
(ii) Sat all three papers at the Part II(Practical) examination, and 
(iii) Passed in at least five of the nine Part II (Theory and Practical) papers.

Supplication to obtain Licentiateship in Chemistry Qualification and 
Licentiateship Chemist Designation 

27. 	Supplication
Any candidate who wishes to be considered for the award of the Licentiateship in Chemistry Qualification as per regulation 23 & 24 or 25 or 26 should supplicate for same in the prescribed form not later than the end of November of each year or such other date that may be prescribed by the Academic Board during each year.
28. 	The Graduateship Board of Examiners shall determine before the end of December each year the list of students eligible to be awarded the Licentiateship from amongst those who supplicate as per regulation 27.  
29. 	Licentiate 
A person who has been placed on the list of eligible Licentiateship Qualification as per regulation 28 should obtain Licentiate Membership of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon and would then become eligible to be conferred the Licentiate Chemist Designation and Medal at a subsequent Convocation of the College after such list is confirmed by the Academic Board and on payment of the requisite supplication fee.
29 A 	Licentiate Chemists re-entering the Graduateship Programme
Obtaining the licentiate chemist designation and exiting the Graduateship Programme (as per regulation 29) will however not prevent such a student from re-entering the Graduateship Programme, during the two academic years subsequent to the academic year in which he exited the programme. Nevertheless, the period permitted for such re-entry could be extended by the Academic Board on the recommendation of Board of Examiners at least two months prior to the commencement of academic activities in the relevant year. 
In the event such a student re-enters the Graduateship Programme, such a student will be granted granted exemption from whatever papers he has already completed at the time of exiting the programme and any marks and grades earned by such student will be given full credit as he continues with the Graduateship Programme. However the provisions of regulation 21.2 pertaining to the number of attempts the candidate has appeared at examination for awarding an honours pass at the Graduateship Examination will apply. 
Such a candidate will however be required to surrender to the College Registrar the Licentiate Chemist Certificate & Medal he has previously awarded before he is awarded a subsequent higher qualification as per regulations 18. He will not be entitled to the award of a higher qualification until and unless he surrenders the said licentisate chemist Certificate and Medal. 
Examination Offences

30. 	Examination Offences 
The College of Chemical Sciences expects and demands the highest degree of honesty and integrity from all    candidates sitting for its examinations at all levels.

Very strict penalties will therefore accrue and be imposed on any candidate who is found guilty of any irregular act such as bringing unauthorized documents and/ or bringing/ using mobile phones and/or copying and/or behaving in an unacceptable manner as may be determined by the Academic Board. Writing one’s name when a student is asked not to do so also be an examination offence.

Such penalties will include suspension / cancellation of studentship, financial penalties, cancellation & deletion of examination results and permanent ineligibility for classes, awards, scholarships and prizes.

Such penalties will be imposed by the Academic Board of the College on behalf of the Council on the basis of reports submitted by supervisors & invigilators at examinations, after giving the candidate the opportunity to respond to a charge sheet & if necessary  an inquiry. 

31. 	The Academic Board shall decide on any academic, disciplinary or other matter relating to the conduct of examinations and/or any other connected matter, subject however to the right of the Council of the Institute of Chemistry, Ceylon under exceptional circumstance to consider an appeal made to it in writing in respect of any decision made by the Academic Board.  


1


