NEWS FLASH

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF CHEMISTRY (IYC) 2011

The International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) and UNESCO strongly believe that it is time to celebrate the achievements of chemistry and its contributions to the well-being of humankind. IUPAC has resolved that the year 2011 be declared as the International Year of Chemistry.

The Institute of Chemistry Ceylon has accepted the invitation to promote and celebrate  the advances of Chemistry and Chemical sciences in all its aspects and has established a National Secretariat at its Institute housed at Adamantane House in Rajagiriya.

The proposed activity plan of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon is to issue a commemorative stamp and coin in 2011 to mark IYC 2011. The pre-publicity events will include a Chemistry Exhibition, highlighting the user applications of the wonders of chemistry in the society at all levels at BMICH from 27-30 January 2011.

The Institute also plans the following activites such as:

(a) Conducting seminars, workshops and training courses in some selected topics in chemistry. 

(b) Instituting public awareness programmes on TV, Radio and print media on chemical science and its applications.
(c) Designing and constructing a mobile chemistry laboratory unit for use in schools in remote areas of Sri Lanka.

(d) Training science teachers to instill confidence in teaching chemistry in secondary schools.

(e) Training middle level laboratory technologists for medical and industrial sectors in the country.

(f) Appointing an advisory committee to help in the development of science and technology programmes including nanotechnology.

(g) Conducting a series of lectures and demonstrations including chemistry magic shows to show the importance of chemistry to motivate students to learn chemistry and to understand the IYC 2011 Theme – Chemistry – Our Life, Our Future.
Further details can be obtained from the National Secretariat, (Ms. Dulanjalee Attanayake, Ms. Tharushi Perera) IYC 2011 at the Institute of Chemistry, Rajagiriya.
Tele: 0112861231/2861653/4615230
